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Editors’ Note

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the fourth volume of Memorial University’s
political science journal, Mapping Politics. The journal is now in its fourth year of
publication and is becoming entrenched in the university’s Political Science Department.
We are thrilled to, once again, present the research and writing abilities of current
undergraduates, as well as recent graduates. Each article found within the journal was
chosen for publication only after a stringent peer-review process.

This year’s edition is no different from its predecessors in that it contains articles
focused on a variety of subjects. The issues discussed in the following pages span from the
need to legislate against genetic discrimination, to the effectiveness of international
environmental institutions, to the relationship between the popular culture depictions of
women and women in politics. No matter what your interests are, all of the articles found
within this edition are very informative; some even cutting edge.

To publish a journal such as this requires a lot of work and dedication from a
number of people, and as a result a special thank you must be extended to all those who
donated their time to this project. First of all we must thank the members of the selection
panel, who provided very insightful and useful feedback regarding the submitted papers.
Furthermore, we must thank the Political Science Department, as well as the Political
Science Society, whose continuing support has allowed the journal to continue. As well, we
would especially like to thank Dr. Amanda Bittner for her guidance throughout the
publishing process.

We hope that as you read through the pages of this journal you will appreciate the
talent that Memorial University’s Political Science Department has to offer. Please continue
to support the journal, and do not forget to submit your own papers.

Brad King and Tess Hemeon
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About the Contributors

Jerry Collins is a candidate of the Master of Arts (M.A.) internship program in Political
Science at Memorial University who specializes in public policy and administration. He
received his Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) from Memorial University in 2008 with a major in
History and a minor in Business Administration. His research interests span a variety of
issues in environmental politics and policy, including climate change, sustainable
development, resource management, pollution abatement, and global environmental
governance.

Collin Scott graduated from Memorial University in 2011 with a joint major in Psychology
and Political Science. He is currently completing a Master’s in Political Science at Memorial
and a Master’s in Applied Psychology and International Development at the University of
Guelph, with plans to continue studying political psychology at the doctoral level. His
research interests span a number of disciplines including: international development and
economics; social, cross-cultural, and political psychology; cognition and cognitive
development; and public opinion and voting.

Candace Simms is in the final year of her Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in English and
Political Science. Her research interests focus on social activism, post-secondary education
policy, and the economics of education. She is currently the Executive Director of Advocacy
with the MUN Students' Union and plans to pursue graduate studies once she finishes her
term in office.

Sydney White is a recent Memorial University graduate, receiving a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science. Throughout her undergraduate degree, she developed an interest in both
public policy and women in politics. She plans to combine these interests by pursuing a
Master’s of Public Administration with a concentration in gender studies.

Callum Carmichael is an undergraduate student pursuing a Bachelor of Arts at Memorial
University, specializing in Russian language & literature, and political science, as part of a
Canadian Forces officer-training plan. His limited experience with the military, in
combination with his academic work, has instilled in him a keen interest in international
affairs in many areas of the world.

Jessica Habet is an international student from Belize, in her final semester of the Bachelor
of Arts program in Political Science at Memorial University. She will be beginning her
Master’s in Winter 2013, where she plans on writing a thesis examining female political
participation in her home country.
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About the Editors

Editor Brad King is an undergraduate student at Memorial University completing a BA in
Political Science and a BSc in Biochemistry. Upon completion of his undergraduate degrees
he plans to study medicine. He has received the Gunther Hartmann Scholarship for his
academic accomplishments in the fields of international relations, international
organisation and international law.

Assistant Editor Tess Hemeon is a recent graduate of the Political Science program at
Memorial University. In 2012 she completed her Bachelor of Arts (Honours). Her thesis
examined the representation of women in peacekeeping, focusing on the impact of UN
Security Council Resolution 1325. Tess is currently completing her Masters of Arts in
Political Science at Memorial University.

Faculty Advisor Dr. Amanda Bittner is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at
Memorial University. Before coming to Memorial, she completed her PhD in Political
Science at the University of British Columbia. Her research interests include public opinion,
elections and voting, political psychology, and women and politics.
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About the Selection Panel

Jacob Kimball completed his Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Political Science at Memorial
University. His thesis examined the recent European Union ban on seal products. He is
currently working for the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador as an Investigator at
the Office of the Citizens' Representative, while pursuing a Masters degree from Memorial.
His research interests are in mechanisms of scrutiny and accountability in the Government
of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Dylan Stephenson completed a Bachelor of Social Science in History and Political Science
at the University of Ottawa (2010). He has just recently completed his Master of Arts in
Political Science at Memorial University. Dylan is currently employed with the Disability
Policy Office in the Newfoundland and Labrador provincial government.

Terry Riche is currently completing his final year of a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in
Political Science with a focus in Global Studies. His honours thesis examines the relationship
between renewable energy and energy security.
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