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Letter from the Editors 
 
Welcome to the ninth volume of Mapping Politics. It has been a pleasure to work with a group of 
remarkable authors, volunteers and academic faculty to bring you this historic issue of the 
journal. This is the tenth year that Mapping Politics has operated at Memorial University and we 
are honoured to participate in the legacy of so many students and faculty at the university. It is 
fitting that this year the journal has marked ten years of operation by expanding to include a 
national team of volunteers and authors. 

In 2009, the first volume of Mapping Politics was published under the leadership of 
Jillian Terry and a team of volunteer reviewers. Founded as an undergraduate journal in political 
science, Mapping Politics was supported by founding faculty advisor, Dr. Amanda Bittner and 
offered students an opportunity to engage in the peer-review process, strengthen their writing 
abilities and gain a wider audience for their ideas. 

Since that first issue, Mapping Politics has remained in continual operation. Sustaining a 
student-led operation is challenging and we acknowledge the authors, editors and reviewers who 
have contributed to operation of the journal over the past decade. 

We are pleased to present 12 articles in volume 9, the most ever published in a single 
issue of Mapping Politics. The articles contained herein explore a wide-range of topics and 
issues from nativism and populism to violence and sports. The scholarship produced by the 
authors is both relevant and informative. And for the first time ever, Mapping Politics is 
publishing work by student-scholars from outside of Memorial University. We are pleased to 
welcome authors from Acadia University, the Royal Military College of Canada, Wilfrid Laurier 
University, and the University of Windsor to Mapping Politics. Another first, we are pleased to 
include our first article written in French. 

We extend our thanks to the volunteer reviewers who offered their time and thoughtful 
feedback during the peer-review process, including students at Memorial University, the 
University of Calgary and York University. We are also grateful to Dr. Valerie Vezina, Dr. 
Osvaldo Croci, Dr. Amanda Bittner and Emily Bonia for the time they gave to support the 
journal’s first French language article. As always, we appreciate the faculty members at 
Memorial University and, now, at other universities who encouraged their students to submit 
their work to Mapping Politics; especially, Dr. Russell Williams, the journal’s faculty advisor 
who continues to be extremely supportive. 
 
 
MEGAN DE VRIES & JASON D. WATERS 
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About the Journal 
 
Mapping Politics accepts submissions in all areas of political science and related fields from 
undergraduate and master’s students at universities throughout Canada. This student led journal 
is hosted by the Department of Political Science at Memorial University of Newfoundland in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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Co-Editors 
MEGAN DE VRIES is a graduate student in the Department of Political Science at Memorial 
University. She completed a Bachelor of Arts in political science with a minor in biology. Her 
research interests include independent financial institutions, public policy and the federal 
government. 
 
JASON D. WATERS is a graduate student the Department of Political Science, Memorial 
University. His research interests include municipal and regional governance, public transit and 
the political economy of food. He is a past contributor to Mapping Politics and holds a B.A. 
(Hons) in political science from Memorial University. 
 
Review Panel 
ROBIN BUDGELL is a fourth-year undergraduate student at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. Completing a Bachelor of Commerce Degree with a concentration in marketing, 
along with a joint Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in political science. Interests include reading 
and photography in her spare time. Enjoys studying topics related to digital marketing and 
Canadian politics. 
 
ELLA ADRIANA CHIRINOS is pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree, with an Honours in 
behavioral neuroscience and a minor in political science. Ella is from the Bay Islands of 
Honduras and plans to pursue a career in medicine after graduating from Memorial University. 
 
JOSE COSTA is a second year Masters student in the Department of Political Science at Memorial 
University. He holds a bachelor’s degree in social communications from the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and a Master of Arts in international relations at the 
University of Nottingham, UK. His research interests include historical institutionalism, global 
political economy and environmental political economy. Currently, he is a research assistant with 
Dr. Sarah Martin. 
 
JACOB DINN is a Master of Global Governance student at the Balsillie School of International 
Affairs. He completed his Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in political science at Memorial University 
of Newfoundland. He has a particular interest in comparative politics, especially in regard to 
civil war and terrorism. He also enjoys research in the field of political economy. Jacob is from 
Goulds, Newfoundland. 
 
LAURA GIBSON completed her M.A. in political science at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. 
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QUINTIN HOLBERT is currently completing a Master of Arts at the University of Calgary under 
the supervision of Professor Timothy Stapleton, and undergoing the application process for 
doctoral studies. Primary research focus is the British Empire in East Africa, with further 
specialization in frontiers in the Horn of Africa. Also, the current V.P. Academic for the History 
Graduate Student Union. 
 
MICHELLE IRVING is a second-year M.A. student in political science at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. Her thesis is focused on the social media accounts of provincial candidates in 
Western Canada and how their gendered self-representation, defined by behavior traits and 
policy issues, relate to stereotypes. 
 
IONUT NICOLESCU is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science at York 
University. His interests revolve around both the theory and practice of radical democracy. 
 
LAURA O’BRIEN received her M.A. in political science from Memorial University. Her research 
is interested in labour and applies feminist theories of care to childcare and waste management 
policies in search of emancipatory policy futures. Laura is also interested in community 
development, particularly through poverty reduction and the empowerment of marginalized 
communities. 
 
STEVEN SUTHERLAND completed his M.A. in political science at Memorial University. His thesis 
studied the use of football (soccer) as a tool used by New Labour to develop its Third Way 
ideology in Britain. His research interests include public policy, political economy, and identity 
politics all within a sporting scope. In his limited spare time he is an avid soccer fan and player. 
 
RACHEL TAM is a graduate student in the Department of Political Science at Memorial 
University. Her research interests include education policy in Newfoundland and Labrador and 
health policy in Canada. 
 
Copy Editor – French Language 
EMILY BONIA completed her M.A. in political science at Memorial University. Her research 
interests include the gender gap in life experiences of women and girls. Her work was published 
in SITREP from the Royal Canadian Military Institute, and she has presented on topics 
surrounding war and its many iterations across Canada. She is currently working in Ottawa as a 
planning officer in investment planning and project management. 
 
Faculty Advisor 
DR. RUSSELL WILLIAMS is an Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Political 
Science at Memorial University. His research focuses on the intersection between international 
political economy and public policy in the areas of financial services regulation, the management 
of trade disputes, and climate change policy. He has numerous publications, including articles in 
the Journal of Public Policy, Review of Policy Research, the International Journal of Public 
Sector Management, Canadian Foreign Policy, Global Social Policy and the American Review of 
Canadian Studies. 


