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Editor's Note 

 It is my pleasure to introduce you to the sixth volume of Memorial University's political 
science journal, Mapping Politics. This journal has become a staple of the Political Science 
Department's endeavours to help students both present their work in publication form and 
improve upon their skills at both the undergraduate and graduate level. Once again, as in the 
past, there are several pieces from the department's undergraduate program, as well as an 
increased presence from the MA in Political Science program and interdisciplinary work. Each 
article went through a stringent peer-review process as well as revision. 

 Like those published in previous years, this edition holds true to many of the essential 
components encountered by students in political science in a variety of fields. A strong presence 
of research in international politics, both theoretical and practical, that ranges from Eastern 
Europe to Latin America to China, complements the diversity of work from students in areas 
such as political thought and comparative politics. Each and every article has demonstrated itself 
as not only as an informative and enlightening piece but also as one on the cusp of new and 
emerging areas of concern and inquiry. 

 Any publication once it is completed and read by the public and peers often does not 
show in plain sight the sum of the efforts and time dedicated that make it a reality. Recognizing 
this fact, a special thank you to all of those who helped to make this publication possible is 
beyond necessary and indeed is much deserved. Firstly, to the members of the selection panel, 
who put in much of the leg-work in providing constructive comments, feedback, and suggestions 
for the articles; your skills were of immense value and support in this final product. Secondly, to 
the Political Science Department as well as the Political Science Society at Memorial University, 
I must thank both for their support in making this project a continuous reality year after year. 
And finally, to Dr. Amanda Bittner who, despite numerous other priorities and commitments this 
past year, always made time to provide guidance to an editor who often was full of eager 
questions. 

 I hope that reading the journal is a pleasurable experience and in its pages you find that 
the talent at Memorial University is absolutely at the forefront of their field. By reading the 
journal you provide your own form of support and especially to the students reading this, 
consider submitting your work in future editions to continue this great tradition and to 
demonstrate both to your peers and anyone else the remarkable work you are doing in the 
Political Science Department. 

 

Michael Kelly 
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About the Contributors 

Joshua Barrett graduated from his Bachelor of Arts with a Double Major in Geography and 
Political Science and a Concentration in Global Studies in 2014. Currently, he is a Master of Arts 
student within the Geography Department at Memorial University and is expecting to graduate in 
2016. 

Michael Fleet is currently entering his third year of study, where he is completing an Honours in 
Political Science and a major in German. He plans on finishing his BA in 2016. 

Kathryn Wesley is in her second year of a Master of Arts degree in Political Science. She is 
planning on finishing in the spring of 2015. She has a BA with a double major in Political 
Science and International Studies.  

Limingcui (Emma) Huang is entering her third year of her BA with a major in Political Science 
and a minor in Spanish/Law and Society. 

Karalena McLean is a second year MA student in the Department of Political Science currently 
completing her thesis which examines media coverage of Premier Kathleen Wynne's climb to 
power in Ontario. She also works as a legislative assistant to a Member of Provincial Parliament 
at Queen's Park. She graduated in 2013, from the University of Guelph, with a Bachelor of Arts 
(Honours) in political science. 

Scott Nicholas Romaniuk holds a BA in History, and German Language and Literature from 
the University of Alberta, and an MRes in Political Research from the University of Aberdeen. 
His research interests include International Relations Theory, Military and Strategic Studies, and 
International Security and Politics. 

Laura Dyke is entering her fourth year at Memorial University. She is completed a major in 
Political Science and minor in Psychology, and intends to graduate in May of 2015 with an 
honours degree. 

Ryley Siscoe is working on the last draft of his Master's Research Paper in Political Science. He 
expects to be finished by October 2014. His main focus within Political Science has been 
Historical Insitutionalism/Evolutionary Institutionalism.  He is currently teaching English in 
South Korea. 
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About the Selection Panel 

Sam Clark completed his undergraduate degree in Political Science and is pursuing a graduate 
degree in Political Science at Memorial University. His areas of interest are trade policy, state 
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Maggie Peyton is a former editor of Mapping Politics. She graduated from Memorial University 
in 2011 with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Spanish. After a year working with the 
Department of Education in Madrid, Spain, Maggie returned to St. John’s to pursue a career in 
the not-for-profit industry. She is currently working towards the completion of her Master of 
Arts in Political Science at Memorial University. 
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